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PONTYPOOL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1964 


Area  of  District  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  15,907  acres 

Rateable  Value  (1.4. ’64)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  £1,093,498 

Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate  (1.4.’64)  . . . . . . £4,225 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1.4. ’64)  . . . . . . 12,736 

Number  of  Council  houses  built  during  1964  . . . . 74 

Population  (Estimated  mid- 1964)  ..  ..  ..  39,000 

Number  of  live  births  (1964)  ..  ..  ..  ..  661 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  . . . . . . 16.9 

Number  of  illegitimate  live  births  . . . . . . 35 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  . . 5.3  % 

Number  of  stillbirths  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  . . 17.8 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  . . . . . . . . . . 673 

Number  of  infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  . . 16 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  - total  . . 24.2 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

- legitimate  . . . . . . . . . . . . 24.2 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

-illegitimate  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  57*  1 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1 ,000 

live  births)  . . . . . . . . . . • • 12.1 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  ..  ..  ..  ..  12.1 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  29.7 

Number  of  maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  . . NIL 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  NIL 

Number  of  deaths  (1964) . . . . . . . . . . 501 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population. . . . . . . . 12.8 


Year 

Births 

Deaths 

Natural  Ini 

. 1948 

744 

478 

266 

1949 

740 

531 

209 

1950 

743 

510 

233 

1951 

697 

568 

129 

1952 

699 

507 

192 

1953 

683 

466 

217 

1954 

628 

480 

148 

1955 

563 

510 

53 

1956 

571 

543 

28 

1957 

593 

475 

118 

1958 

623 

461 

162 

1959 

569 

471 

98 

1960 

587 

498 

89 

1961 

649 

517 

132 

1962 

632 

481 

151 

1963 

675 

512 

163 

1964 

661 

501 

160 
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PONTYPOOL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Councillors : 

F.  M.  Prosser,  j.p 
Vice-Chairman : W.  C.  Chi  vers 

Wards: 


Chairman  : Mrs. 


Garndiffaith: 

G.  Miles 
G.  W.  Morris 
N.  Townsend 

Snatchwood: 

S.  W.  Ball 
Mrs.  G.  Evans 
E.  H.  Parker 

Pontypool: 

J.  FI.  Evans 

G.  M.  Day 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Prosser,  j.p. 
Mrs.  M.  Strickland 

Griffithstown: 

C.  J.  R.  Irving, 

R.  E.  Moore 


Abersychan: 

W.  C.  Chivers 
Mrs.  V.  M.  Gullick 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Robinson 

Wainfelin: 

W.  R.  Evans 

H.  J.  Rosser 
G.  R.  Trim,  j.p. 

Pontymoile: 

W.  L.  Jackson,  m.m.,  b.e.m 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Lee,  m.b.e.,  j.p. 


Sebastopol: 

H.  Bullimore 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Moore 


New  Inn: 

A.  C.  Jones,  County  Councillor 
J.  W.  Haycock 

Council  Meeting— Last  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  6 p.m. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


The  Public  Health  Committee  is  a major  Committee  and  is 
comprised  of  all  Members  of  the  Council 

Chairman:  Councillor  H.  Bullimore 
Public  Health  Committee  Meeting  : 

Tuesday  following  the  first  Monday  in  each  month.  (August  excepted) 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  . . F.  J.  Hallinan,  m.b.e.  (Mil.). 

M.B.,  B.CH.,  B.A.O.  (N.U.l  ). 
d.p.h.  (Wales). 

Official  Address:  Municipal  Offices,  Pontypool. 

Telephone:  Pontypool  3411  (Ext.  40). 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  . . J.  M.  Williams,  m.a.p.h.i. 
Official  Address:  Library  Buildings,  Pontypool. 

Telephone:  Pontypool  700  (Ext.  41). 

District  Public  Health  Inspector. . B.  Gilford,  m.r.s.l,  a.m.i.s.e. 

M.R.I.P.H.  & H. 

District  Public  Health  Inspector. . J.  M.  Jones,  Cert,  r.s.l 
Student  Public  Health  Inspector. . Reginald  Glyn  Morgan 
Enforcement  Officer  . . . . J.  Craig 

Clerk  to  the  Department  . . Mrs.  E.  B.  Davies 

Clerk /Typist  ..  ..  Miss  E.  Crockett 

The  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  possesses  the  Smoke  Inspector’s 

Certificate. 


OTHER  COUNCIL  OFFICIALS 


Clerk  of  the  Council  . . 
Deputy  Clerk 
Treasurer  and  Accountant 
Engineer  and  Surveyor 

Architect 

Parks  Superintendent  . . 
Housing  Officer 


H.  Cook,  Esq.  (Solicitor) 
A.  E.  Luffman,  Esq. 

T.  R.  James,  Esq. 

W.  Brown,  Esq., 

A.M.I.MUNE.,  A.M.I.C.E. 

A.  Y.  Pitts,  Esq., 

A.R.I.B.A.,  A.I.Arb, 

W.  R.  Dadge,  Esq., 

F.INST.P.A., 

R.  F.  Wall,  Esq., 

A.I.  HSg.,  A.R.S.H. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  PONTYPOOL 

for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1964. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Pontypool  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  for  your  information  my  annual  public  health  report 
for  the  district  for  1964  which  is  in  its  customary  form. 

The  report  has  been  produced  to  conform  with  Regulations 
5(3)  and  15(5)  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959,  and 
instructions  contained  in  Circular  1/65  (Wales)  dated  11th  January, 
1965,  from  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 

General  Comments 

In  general  1964  was  a quiet  year  from  the  aspect  of  notifiable 
diseases  for  this  district  except  for  the  occurrence  of  a few  cases  of 
measles  in  the  first  quarter.  This  was  the  tail  end  of  an  increased 
incidence  of  this  disease  which  overflowed  from  the  previous  year. 
There  was  an  increase  in  the  notifications  of  tuberculosis  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year  when  the  number  was  the  lowest  on 
record,  but  the  general  downward  trend  of  recent  years  was  still 
maintained.  The  numbers  for  this  year  were  inflated  by  the  cocur- 
rence  of  a number  of  cases  in  one  household  and  also  following  a 
general  population  mass  radiography  survey  when  some  2,787 
persons  were  x-rayed  in  the  district.  There  were  also  two  factory 
mass  radiography  surveys  in  the  district  when  some  4,322  persons 
were  x-rayed. 

The  problem  of  slum  clearance  continued  to  get  a high  priority 
during  the  year  and  117  unfit  properties  were  represented  to  the 
Council  by  way  of  41  individual  unfits  and  67  in  clearance  areas  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  the  department  was  short  of  one  public  health 
inspector  during  the  whole  year.  The  backlog  of  some  300  con- 
demned houses  still  occupied  at  the  close  of  the  year  still  gives  cause 
for  concern.  The  number  of  unfit  houses  represented  over  the  past 
nine  years  amounts  to  979  or  an  average  of  nearly  109  properties 
per  year. 

The  summer  of  1964  was  the  driest  for  many  years  but  the 
district  got  by  with  only  minor  restrictions  in  water  supply  for  a 
short  period  in  certain  areas.  The  bacteriological  qualitity  of  the 
water  supplies  was,  as  usual,  very  satisfactory  in  general, 
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Physical  Features 

The  Pontypool  Urban  District  is  situated  on  the  eastern 
outcrop  of  the  South  Wales  Coalfield  and  occupies  an  area  of 
15,907  acres.  The  mining  areas  in  the  District  are  in  general  away 
from  the  centres  of  population. 

The  altitude  varies  from  1,789  feet  above  sea  level  at  Mynydd 
Varteg  Fawr  in  the  Abersychan  Parish  to  178.7  feet  above  sea  level 
at  the" Sor,  Cwmbwrrwch,  in  the  Panteg  Parish.  The  altitude  at  the 
Town  Hall  is  431  feet  above  sea  level.  The  populated  portion  of  the 
Urban  District  is  mainly  contained  in  a narrow  valley. 


General  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 

Census  population  1921 — 44,831 

Census  population  1931 — 43,910  (22,723  males  and  21,187  females) 
Census  population  1951-42,703  (21,242  males  and  21,461  females) 
Census  population  1961 — 39,930  (19,930  males  and  20,103  females) 

Estimated  population  Mid-1964  = 39,000. 

The  yearly  estimate  of  the  district’s  population  by  the 
Registrar  General  has  shown  a steady  downward  trend  over  the 

years. 

1950  — 42,850 

1951  — 42,460 

1952  — 42,420 

1953  — 42,320 

1954  — 42,030 

1955  — 41,660 

1956  — 41,280 

1957  — 40,610 

1958  — 40,290 

1959  — 40,020 

1960  — 39,720 

1961  — 39,710 

1962  — 39,750 

1963  — 39,280 

1964  — 39,000 

The  main  heavy  industries  in  the  district  include  coal  mining, 
the  manufacture  of  stainless  steel  and  glass  making.  The  main  light 
industries  include  the  manufacture  of  nylon  yarn  and  the  making 
of  soft  toys. 


These  estimates  show  a drop  of 
3,850  in  population  since  1950. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 
BIRTHS 


TABLE  I Showing  the  yearly  number  of  live  births,  estimated 
mid-year  population  and  birth  rate  per  1,000 
population  for  this  district  since  1957. 


YEAR 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

Number  of 
live  births 

661 

675 

632 

649 

587 

569 

623 

593 

Estimated 

mid-year 

population 

39,000 

39,280 

39,750 

39,710 

39,720 

40,020 

40,290 

40,610 

Birth  rate  per 
1,000 

population 

16-9 

17-2 

159 

163 

14-8 

14-2 

15-5 

14-6 

There  were  661  live  births  (323  males  and  338  females)  in  this 
district  during  1964,  which  was  a decrease  of  14  as  compared  with 
1963.  The  661  live  births  comprised  626  (305  males  and  321  females) 
legitimate  births  and  35  (18  males  and  17  females)  illegitimate  births. 

The  natural  increase  (excess  of  births  over  deaths)  for  the  vear 
1964  was  160. 

The  stillbirths  assigned  to  this  district  for  1964  numbered  12, 
all  being  legitimate. 

The  stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  for  the 
year  was  17.8. 

The  live  birth  rate,  while  being  down  on  the  previous  year  still 
showed  an  increase  over  the  rates  for  recent  years. 

The  local  crude  birth  rate  of  16.9  per  1,000  population  has  to 
be  multiplied  by  a comparability  factor  of  1.1 1 to  give  an  adjusted 

iatc  of  !°-°  befwe  the  local  rate  can  be  compared  with  the  national 
rate  which  for  1964  was  18.4. 
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TABLE  II  Showing  the  births  registered  in  and  allocated  to 
this  district  for  1964  according  to  sex,  month  and 
quarter  of  occurrence,  together  with  the  inward 
transferable  births. 


Month 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Quarterly 

Births 

January 

12 

19 

31 

February 

16 

12 

28 

- 94 

March 

22 

13 

35 

April 

23 

21 

44 

May 

24 

18 

42 

- 116 

June 

12 

18 

30 

July 

24 

32 

56 

A 

August 

14 

14 

28 

- 118 

September  . . 

9 

25 

34 

. 

October 

17 

18 

35 

November  . . 

9 

17 

26 

103 

December  . . 

19 

23 

42 

Totals 

201 

230 

431 

431 

Inward  transferable 
births 

122 

108 

230 

Grand  Totals 
for  the  year 

323 

338 

661 

Comparative  Birth  Rates 

Pontypool  Urban  District  . . 
Monmouthshire  Administrative  County 
England  and  Wales 


18- 8  (Adjusted) 

19- 1  (Adjusted) 
18-4 
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TABLE  III  Showing  the  yearly  number  of  deaths,  estimated 
mid-year  population,  and  the  death  rate  per  1,000 
population  for  this  district  since  1957. 


YEAR 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

Number  of 
deaths 

Estimated 

mid-year 

population 

501 

39,000 

512 

39,280 

481 

39,750 

517 

39,710 

498 

39,720 

471 

40,020 

461 

40,290 

475 

40,610 

Death-rate 
per  1,000 
population 

12-8 

130 

12-1 

13.0 

12-5 

11-8 

I!'4 

11-7 

There  were  501  deaths  (277  males  and  224  females)  allocated  to 
this  district  for  1964,  which  is  a decrease  of  11  over  the  previous 
year.  The  crude  death  rate  for  the  year  was  12.8  per  1,000  populati  on 
as  compared  with  a rate  of  13.0  for  1963. 


These  deaths  have  been  assigned  to  the  various  causes  and  by 
sex  groups  in  Table  V. 

The  various  forms  of  cancer  caused  96  deaths  (55  males  and  41 
females),  or  18.2%  of  the  total  yearly  deaths.  Cancer  of  the  lung  and 
bronchus  caused  26  deaths  (21  males  and  5 females)  as  against  23 
deaths  (20  males  and  3 females)  in  the  previous  year.  This  figure 
represents  5.2%  of  the  total  yearly  deaths. 

The  diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels  accounted  for  261 
deaths  (129  males  and  132  lemales),  or  52.1  % of  the  total  deaths  for 
the  year. 

There  were  no  deaths  assigned  to  maternal  causes  during  the 
year.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  caused  4 deaths  (2  males  and  2 
females)  during  the  year  while  all  other  accidents  accounted  for 
8 deaths  (5  males  and  3 females). 


Diseases  ol  the  respiratory  system  (excluding  tuberculosis 
cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi)  caused  62  deaths  (44  males  and  18 
females)  or  12.4%  of  the  total  deaths. 


The  local  crude  deatli  rate  of  12.8  per  1,000  population  has  to 
rateTr  n r I r a comParabili'y  factor  of  1-06  to  give  an  adjusted 
is  U 3 for  19^4° 16  companson  Wlth  the  national  death  rate  which 
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TABLE  IV  Showing  the  deaths  registered  in  and  allocated  to 
this  district  for  1964  according  to  sex,  month  and 
quarter  of  occurrence  together  with  inward  trans- 
ferable deaths. 


Month 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Quarterly 

deaths 

January 

22 

11 

33 

February  . . 

14 

19 

33 

- 106 

March 

18 

22 

40 

April 

19 

14 

33 

\ 

May 

20 

19 

39 

95 

June 

17 

6 

23 

July 

9 

15 

24 

| 

August 

14 

3 

17 

73 

September 

9 

23 

32 

October 

28 

14 

42 

I 

November  . . 

14 

15 

29 

105 

December  . . 

21 

13 

34 

- 

Totals 

205 

174 

379 

379 

Inward  transferable 
deaths  . . 

72 

50 

122 

Grand  Total 
for  the  year 

277 

224 

501 

Comparative  Death  Rates  — 1964 

Pontypool  Urban  District 13-6  (Adjusted) 

Monmouthshire  Administrative  County  . . 13-0  (Adjusted) 

England  and  Wales  ..  ..  ••  ••  H-3 
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TABLE  V Showing  the  deaths  from  all  causes,  infant  deaths, 
births  and  stillbirths  allocated  to  this  district  for 
1964. 


Causes  of  death 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other. . 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . . 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 1 . Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . . 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . . ; 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  diseases 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents 

35.  Suicide  . . . . . , ” 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Total  All  Causes 


Deaths  in  infants  under  1 year  of  age  : 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Total  births 

Legitimate  . . ” 

Illegitimate 


Male 


Still  births — Total 
Legitimate 

Illegitimate  . . ” 

Estimated  population  - mid  1964  = 39,000 

uth  r (-for  calculation  of  birth  and  death  rates). 
Comparability  factors  : Births  Deaths  ' 


2 

1 


12 

21 


20 

2 

2 

37 

62 

2 

17 

11 

2 

7 

30 

5 
1 

2 

3 

6 
21 

2 

5 

4 


277 


11 

1 

12 


323 

305 

18 


6 

6 


Female 

1 

1 


1 

7 

5 

7 

3 

17 

2 

2 

44 

36 

7 

36 

9 

2 

8 
9 
1 
2 


1 

14 

2 

3 

1 


224 


3 

1 

4 


338 

321 

17 


6 

6 


Ml 


11 


106 


TABLE  VI  Showing  the  deaths  registered  in  and  allocated  to 
this  district  for  1964  in  quinquennial  age  groups 
and  by  sex. 


Age  last  birthday 

Males 

Females 

Total 

0-4 

13 

6 

19 

5-9 

— 

— 

— 

10-14 

2 

2 

4 

15-19 

1 

1 

2 

20-24 

I 

— 

l 

25-29 

1 

— 

1 

30-34 

1 

3 

4 

35-39 

— 

1 

1 

40-44 

4 

5 

9 

45-49 

8 

6 

14 

50-54 

14 

9 

23 

55-59 

25 

6 

31 

60-64 

30 

21 

51 

65-69 

44 

9 

53 

70-74 

44 

36 

80 

75-79 

42 

44 

86 

80-84 

32 

43 

75 

85-89 

12 

24 

36 

90-94 

3 

6 

9 

95  and  over  . . 

— 

2 

2 

All  ages 

277 

224 

501 

This  table  shows  that  341  persons  (177  males  and  164  lemales) 
had  reached  the  age  of  65  years  at  death,  or  68.1  % ot  the  total 
deaths. 

The  age  of  75  years  at  death  was  reached  by  208  persons  (89 
males  and  119  females),  or  41.5%  of  the  total  deaths. 

The  age  of  80  years  at  death  was  reached  by  122  persons  (4/ 
males  and  75  females),  or  24.4%  of  the  total  deaths. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


TABLE  VII  Showing  the  yearly  number  of  infant  deaths,  live 
births,  etc.,  for  this  district  since  1957. 


Year 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

Number  of  deaths 
in  infants  under 
1 year 

16 

20 

20 

15 

15 

19 

16 

21 

Number  of  live 
births 

661 

675 

632 

649 

587 

569 

623 

593 

Infant  mortality 
rate 

24-2 

29-6 

31-7 

231 

25-6 

33-4 

25-7 

35-4 

The  infant  deaths  allocated  to  this  district  for  1964  numbered 
16  and  comprised  12  males  and  4 females.  Of  the  12  male  deaths. 
1 1 were  of  legitimate  birth  and  1 was  illegitimate  while  of  the  4 female 
deaths  3 were  legitimate  and  1 was  illegitimate. 

Of  the  16  infant  deaths  12  occurred  in  hospitals  and  4 occurred 
at  home. 

There  were  8 infant  deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life  and  the 
remainder  were  aged  between  one  month  and  one  year. 

The  figure  for  1964  shows  a decrease  of  4 infant  deaths  on  the 
previous  year  but  the  variation  in  numbers  over  recent  years  has 
not  been  marked. 

The  greatest  single  cause  of  infant  deaths  was  again  prematurity 
at  birth. 

These  deaths  are  given  under  the  various  detailed  causes  and  in 
age  groups  in  table  VIII. 

The  local  infant  mortality  rate  was  24.2  per  1,000  live  births 
for  the  year  as  compared  with  the  County  of  Monmouthshire  rate 
of  28.6. 
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TABLE  VIII  Showing  the  infant  deaths  (i.e.  deaths  in  infants 
under  one  year  of  age)  assigned  to  this  district  for 
1964  by  cause  and  in  age  groups. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 
1 week 

1—2 

weeks 

2—3 

weeks 

3—4 

weeks 

Total  under 
1 month 

1—3 

months 

3—6 

months 

stquoiu 

6—9 

9—12 

months 

Total  deaths 
under 
1 year 

Prematurity 

Broncho-pneumonia 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

and  mongolism  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Broncho-pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Meningomyelocele 

1 

— 

1 

Hydrocephalus 

1 

1 

Multiple  congenital  defects 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Cerebral  trauma  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Meningococcal  septicaemia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Anaphylactic  shock 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  cardiac  defects 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Asphyxia  . . 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Neonatal  hepatitis. . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

All  Cashs  . . 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

1 

4 

2 

1 
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TABLE  IX  Showing  the  infant  mortality  rates  for  England  and 
Wales,  the  County  of  Monmouthshire  and  Ponty- 
pool  Urban  District  since  1955. 


Year 

England 
and  Wales 

Monmouth- 

shire 

Pontypool 

U.D. 

1955 

24.9 

33.9 

35.5 

1956 

23.7 

29.0 

26.3 

1957 

23.1 

31.0 

34.4 

1958 

22.6 

25.8 

25.7 

1959 

22.2 

27.2 

33.4 

1960 

21.9 

25.5 

25.6 

1961 

21.6 

28.0 

23.1 

1962 

21.6 

25.0 

31.7 

1963 

21T 

25.6 

29.6 

1964 

20-0 

28-6 

24-2 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

The  notifications  of  notifiable  diseases  received  from  general 
practitioners,  hospital  medical  officers  and  chest  physicians  during 
the  year  are  shown  in  age  and  sex  groups  in  Tables  XI  and  XV. 


Diphtheria 

This  is  the  twelfth  consecutive  year  for  which  there  has  been  no 
notification  of  diphtheria  in  the  district,  but  despite  this  good  record 
the  need  for  the  maintenance  of  a high  level  of  immunisation  in 
children  remains  absolutely  necessary. 


Children 
born 
in  years 

No.  of  children 
who  completed  a 
full  course  of 
primary  immunis- 
ation in  the 
Authority’s  area 
during  the  year 
ended  31.12.’64 

No.  of  children 
who  received  a 
secondary  (rein- 
forcing) injection 
during  the  year 
ended  31 .12. ’64 

Total 

1964 

145 

— 

145 

1963 

220 

49 

269 

1962 

39 

166 

205 

1961 

8 

24 

32 

1960 

10 

33 

43 

1954—59 

36 

92 

128 

1950—54 

5 

3 

8 

Total 

463 

367 

830 

The  acceptance  figures  for  immunisation  are  practically 
identical  with  the  previous  year. 
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TABLE  XI  Showing  the  notifiable  diseases  notified  in  this  district  during  1964,  analysed  in  age  and  sex  groups 
and  giving  the  admissions  to  hospital.  (Corrected  for  diagnosis).  (Tuberculosis  excluded). 
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TABLE  XII  Showing  the  number  of  vaccinations  against  small- 
pox carried  out  in  the  district  during  the  year  1964. 


Age 

at  date  of 
vaccination 

I Number  of  persons 
vaccinated 
(or  re-vaccinated) 
during  period 

II  Number  of  cases  specially  reported 
during  period 

Number 

vaccinated 

Number 

re- 

vaccinated 

(a) 

Generalised 

vaccinia 

(b) 

Post- 

vaccinal 

encephalo- 

myelitis 

(c) 

Death  from 
complica- 
tions of 
vaccination 
other  than 
(a)  & (b) 

0-3  months 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3-6  months 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6-9  months 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

9-12  months 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I year 

104 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2-4  years 

3 

— 

— 

— 

5-14  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 5 or  over 

4 

18 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

118 

18 

— 

— 

— 

There  was  a three  fold  increase  in  the  number  of  vaccinations 
over  the  previous  year. 


TABLE  XIII  Showing  the  number  who  have  completed  a primary 
course  (normally  3 injections)  of  pertussis  vaccine 
(singly  or  in  combination)  in  the  Authority’s  area 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1964. 


Year  of  birth 

No.  of  children 

1964 

138 

1963 

98 

1962 

27 

1961 

3 

1960 

2 

1955—1959 

] 

1950—1954 

1 

Total 

270 
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TABLE  XIV  Showing  the  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  diseases 
notified  yearly  since  1950  (corrected  for  diagnosis').  Tuberculosis  excluded. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  Chest  Clinic  continues  to  be  located  at  the  convenient 
centre  in  the  Park  Buildings,  Pontypool. 

The  clinic  is  open  on  two  whole  days  each  week  on  Tuesday 
and  Thursday  and  adequately  meets  the  district’s  needs. 

The  tuberculosis  notifications  for  the  year  totalled  14,  made  up 
of  12  pulmonary  cases  (8  males  and  4 females)  and  2 non-pulmonary 
cases  (both  females).  This  figure  was  a marked  increase  on  the 
previous  year’s  figure,  but  compares  favourably  with  the  figures  for 
other  recent  years.  This  increase  was  mainly  contributed  to  by  the 
occurrence  of  four  notifiable  cases  of  pulmonary  infection  in  one 
household,  comprising  one  male  adult  sputum  positive  case  and 
three  cases  of  primary  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  children  ranging 
in  age  from  thirteen  months  to  twelve  years.  One  of  the  non- 
pulmonary  cases  notified  was  an  Asian  female  medical  practitioner 
working  in  a local  hospital  and  a temporary  resident  in  the  district. 

Later  in  this  report  it  will  be  seen  that  an  extensive  mass 
radiography  general  population  survey  was  arranged  in  this  district 
during  the  year  when  2,757  persons  (1,276  males  and  1,481  females) 
were  x-rayed.  This  survey  brought  to  light  a case  of  active  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  in  a school  girl  aged  14  years  who  was  admitted  to 
hospital  for  treatment.  In  addition  4,322  persons  (3,293  males  and 
1,029  females)  were  x-rayed  in  local  factory  surveys. 

The  household  outbreak  of  tuberculosis  mentioned  above  is  a 
sharp  reminder  that  tuberculosis  can  still  be  encountered  as  a family 
epidemic  where  an  undiscovered  open  case  of  pulmonary  infection 
in  an  adult  exists.  This  outbreak  also  showed  the  great  value  of 
good  liaison  between  the  Chest  Physician  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  as  exists  in  this  district,  in  quickly  discovering  the  source  of 
infection  and  bringing  those  involved  under  treatment  as  soon  as 
possible.  It  also  appears  to  indicate  that  the  time  is  not  yet  ripe  for 
dispensing  with  the  Chest  Clinics,  as  they  now  exist,  and  integrating 
the  tuberculosis  services  into  the  realm  of  general  medicine,  as  it  is 
felt  that  this  move  would  detract  from  the  present  satisfactory  arr- 
angements on  the  preventive  and  epidemiological  aspects  now 
existing. 


This  household  outbreak  occurred  in  a modern  council  house 
occupied  by  an  adult  male  and  female  and  six  children  ranging  in 
age  from  13  months  to  15  years.  The  first  indication  of  trouble 
arose  when  a boy  aged  12  years  was  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  by 
a general  practitioner  following  an  attack  of  erythema  nodosum. 
1 lie  Chest  Physician  found  this  boy  to  have  a strongly  positive  skin 
leaction  to  the  Mantoux  test  and  considered  him  to  be  suffering 
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from  primary  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  His  immediate  admission  to 
hospital  was  arranged  and  the  five  remaining  children  in  this  family 
were  checked  and  found  to  be  strongly  positive  to  the  Mantoux 
test.  The  Chest  Physician  considered  that  two  of  these  children 
aged  13  months  and  four  years  were  suffering  from  primary 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  their  admission  to  hospital  was 
arranged.  At  the  same  time  the  Chest  Physician  had  passed  the 
details  on  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  who  visited  the  home  and 
found  that  the  adult  male  in  the  household  had  suspicious  symptoms 
indicating  a chest  complaint,  even  though  he  still  felt  capable  of 
attending  his  job  as  a steel  worker.  The  adults  were  persuaded  to 
attend  for  chest  x-ray  and  the  man  was  found  to  have  a large  cavity 
while  the  female’s  chest  x-ray  appeared  to  be  within  normal  limits. 

The  end  result  was  that  the  four  persons  requiring  treatment 
were  admitted  to  Sully  Hospital  within  ten  days  of  the  boy  aged  12 
years,  who  was  the  original  pointer,  attending  the  Chest  Clinic. 
The  three  children  have  since  been  discharged  from  hospital  and 
with  the  rest  of  the  family  are  diligently  attending  the  Chest  Clinic 
after  advice,  even  though  it  was  at  first  felt  that  they  would  not  be 
very  co-operative. 

Another  child  aged  21  months  was  also  notified  as  suffering 
from  primary  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  needed  hospitalisation 
but  the  source  of  infection  was  not  definitely  pin-pointed.  The 
father  in  this  home  has  been  on  the  tuberculosis  register  for  some 
ten  years  but  is  well  and  working.  His  investigation  did  not  indicate 
that  he  was  the  source  of  infection. 

A factory  survey  was  carried  out  at  Messrs.  British  Nylon 
Spinners  Ltd.  during  the  year  with  the  following  results:— 


Males 

Females  Total 

Total  number  examined 

3,265 

815 

4,080 

Total  found  to  be  abnormal  cases 

74 

2 

76 

(a)  Referred  to  Chest  Physician  as  cases 

requiring  further  investigation 

5 

2 

7 

(b)  Other  abnormalities  of  the  chest 

69 

— 

69 

A factory  survey  was  also  carried  out 

at  Messrs.  H.  G. 

Stone 

. Co.  Ltd.,  Pontypool,  during  1964,  with  the  following  results:— 

Males 

Females  Total 

Total  number  examined 

28 

214 

242 

Total  found  to  be  abnormal  cases 

— 

1 

1 

(a)  Referred  to  Chest  Physician  as  cases 

requiring  further  investigation 

— 

1 

1 

(b)  Other  abnormalities  of  the  chest  . . 

— 

— 

— 
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Respiratory  Tuberculosis  and  Lung  Cancer  deaths 
for  England  and  Wales  — 1964 

The  provisional  death  rate  per  million  population  for  England 
and  Wales  for  1964  for  respiratory  tuberculosis  was  47,  being  a 
further  decrease  in  mortality  for  this  disease  over  the  previous  year 
(56  in  1963). 

During  1964  the  death  rate  per  million  population  for  cancer  of 
the  lung  and  bronchus  was  535  (519  in  1963),  which  shows  a further 
increase  in  deaths  from  this  condition. 

In  actual  figures  this  means  25,371  deaths  from  cancer  of  the 
lung  and  bronchus  and  2,208  deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis 
(the  respective  figures  for  1963  were  24,422  and  2,613  deaths). 
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TABLE  XV  Showing  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  and 
the  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis  during  1964  in  age 
and  sex  groups  and  by  type  of  disease.  (Corrected 
for  diagnosis). 


Age 
groups 
in  yrs. 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0—  1 

1—  4 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 





5—14 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 



15—24 

OR  'XA 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35—44 







1 

' 

45—54 

2 

— 

— 

1 





. 

55—64 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 





__ __ 

65  + 

1 

“ “ “ 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

8 

4 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Two  of  the  above  12  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
found  to  have  a positive  sputum  on  diagnosis. 

There  was  no  notification  received  of  any  inward  transfers 
during  the  year  of  persons  who  had  already  been  diagnosed  in  other 
districts. 

There  were  three  deaths  due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis  during 
the  year  involving  a female  aged  17  years,  who  did  not  respond  to 
treatment,  and  two  males  both  aged  68  years. 


TABLE  XVI  Showing  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  re- 
maining on  the  register  at  31/12/1964. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

150 

17 

89 

16 

272 
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TABLE  XVII  Showing  the  yearly  notifications  of  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  for  males  and  females,  and  the 
yearly  deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  since  1944.  (Corrected  for  diagnosis) 
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TABLE  XVTIT  Showing  the  notification  rates  and  death  rates  for 
tuberculosis  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  mid-year 
population  for  this  district  since  1938. 


Year 

Notification  rates  per 
1,000  population 

Death  r 
1 ,000  pc 

ates  per 
pulation 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pul  monary 

1938 

109 

•42 

•52 

•07 

1939 

115 

•49 

•42 

•07 

1940 

•84 

•48 

•58 

•12 

1941 

113 

•41 

•74 

•05 

1942 

•67 

•36 

•41 

•19 

1943 

•99 

•22 

•49 

• 10 

1944 

1-34 

•26 

•55 

•07 

1945 

1-88 

•19 

•67 

•12 

1946 

•76 

•33 

•48 

•10 

1947 

•93 

•33 

•45 

•05 

1948 

101 

•33 

•50 

•09 

1949 

•73 

•16 

•56 

•05 

1950 

•84 

•12 

•19 

•04 

1951 

•92 

.18 

.26 

•02 

1952 

•90 

.17 

.21 

•09 

1953 

•42 

•12 

•12 

•02 

1954 

•55 

•07 

•12 

NIL 

1955 

•38 

•07 

06 

NIL 

1956 

•36 

•02 

•12 

•04 

1957 

•32 

•03 

.05 

NIL 

1958 

•45 

•10 

NIL 

NIL 

1959 

•47 

•05 

.05 

NIL 

1960 

•26 

•05 

■08 

•03 

1961 

•43 

•05 

•05 

•03 

1962 

•28 

■05 

•10 

•03 

1963 

•10 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

1964 

•31 

•05 

•08 

NIL 

24 


C >-,  <D 
<U  U t- 
JZ  > 

c/3 


<D 


3 

C/3 


Tf 

VO 

ON 


C/3 

J* 

w 

> 

as 

C/3 

X 

K 

a. 

< 

cs 

o 

O 

NH 

Q 

X 

OS 

c/3 

C/3 

s 

Z 

o 


a V 

2 C ui 

*E  -2  “ 

■ 1 • 

- aS 

60  3 « 

o >-  ■ 

.3  CD 
T3  C 

03  24  NS 

OS  ^3 

c/3  ^ 


3 


c/3  t 
1/5  2 
3 O 

S’g 

- S.| 

~ OJ  > 


u 

<D 

> 


°h 

r-1  •*— ' 

§ .a 


a/ 

c/3 

C 

o 
a. 

C/3 

SQ_£ 

o +-> 

C 

£ 4r 

> u 

_C 


OS  c 


<L)  U 
>v£ 

u s 


ad 

<D 

£ 

4-> 

c 

jd 

o 


H 

t o X 
aj 

< 

~ 

60  « . 
/-*  JD 

.3  VjO 

X 

i_  JZ 
3 "O 

Oh 

T3  u,  a> 

0 

a/  b 
aj  > 3 

Oh 

n o o 

3 > • 

H E'S^'S 

■^3  u ti  « w 


as 

u 

Z 

w 

a 


U j i/l 

| 8 0.1 
— +->  > 
42  ’S5  c 

a p '>  — 
<o  c 
£ £ 2^ 
oj  ^ £ aj 

60  c/a  ^ -c 

c >,  • 

C3  c d ’"H  r-1 

t -o  4$  -S 

3 ON 

< c - T3 

m _ <o 

<U  c c/a 
■<->  " >" 

C/3 

606  2 
U 5 B 


< U 

_c 


C/3 

60 

C 

o 

E 

z 

< 

X 

u 

>- 

c/3 

oS 

UJ 

00 

< 

CS 

-*-J 

Z3 

O 

-o 

#<D 

*S 

03 

O 

>> 

0) 

> 

s— 

3 

on 


-C 

& 

.2 

~o  ^ 

od  1 

Qi  - 

<D 

cz  C 
C/3  ZS 
C3  *— i 


° § 
cz  \p 
rz:  od 
cd 

-2  a 

O 

60  ^ 
•5  -3 

o “ 

2 c 

-C  <d 
CO  Oij 


x 
>— < 

x 

w 

h-1 

CQ 

< 

H 


C/3 

CU 

X 

o 

OS 

o 

w 

o 

< 

z 

l-H 

c/) 

i— i 

C/3 

I* 

h4 

< 

z 

< 


Totals 

(ju 

269 

cn 

- 

CN 

M. 

215 

OO 

u- 

60  & 
Over 

tL, 

48 

1 

1 

1 

M. 

58 

o 

- 

ON 

45-59 

U-, 

73 

— 

1 

— 

S 

63 

OO 

1 

OO 

35-44 

(Jh 

45 

1 

I 

1 

M. 

CO 

1 

1 

1 

25-34 

Uh 

49 

- 

1 

M. 

OO 

(N 

1 

1 

•1 

15-24 

38 



1 

1 

1 

M. 

OO 

1 

1 

1 

Under 

15 

Uh 

NO 

- 

— 

1 

M. 

t"- 

1 

1 

1 

Grand 

Total 

^t 

OO 

21  or 
4.34% 

2 or 
•41% 

19  or 
3.93% 

Total  number  examined 
— 

Number  found  to  be 
abnormal  (a  & b) 

Classification  of 
abnormal  cases: — 
(a)  Requiring  further 
observation 

(b)  Other  abnormalities 
of  the  chest 

25 


TABLE  XX  Showing  analysis  of  other  abnormalities  of  the 
chest  not  requiring  further  observation  during  the 
Mass  Radiographic  Survey  carried  out  at  ABER- 
SYCHAN  amongst  the  general  population  in 
June,  1964. 


No.  Classification  of  Abnormality 

Male 

Female 

Total 

A.  TUBERCULOUS  ABNORMALITIES 

0 & 1 Tuberculosis  (known  case  under  Chest 
Clinic  supervision  prior  to  Mass  Radio- 

graphy  examination) . . 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Healed  Primary  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Healed  Post-Primary  Tuberculosis 

2 

1 

3 

B.  NON-TUBERCULOUS 

ABNORMALITIES 

1.  Abnormality  of  the  bony  thorax  and  soft 

tissues 

— 

1 

— 

2.  Malignant  Neoplasm  . . 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Non-Malignant  Neoplasm 

— 

• — 

— 

4.  Lymphadenopathies,  excluding 

sarcoidosis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Sarcoids  (including  enlarged  hilar  glands) 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Congenital  cardiac  abnormalities  and 

abnormalities  of  the  vascular  system  . . 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acquired  cardiac  abnormalities  and 

1 

abnormalities  of  the  vascular  system  . . 

— 

1 

8.  Pneumoconiosis:  without  P.M.F. 

Stage  1. 

— 

— 

— 

Stage  2. 

8 

— 

8 

Stage  3. 

— 

— 

— 

Stage  not  known 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Pneumoconiosis:  with  P.M.F.  .. 

2 

— 

2 

10.  Pulmonary  fibrosis  — non  tuberculous 

1 

(to  include  asthma,  bronchitis) 

1 

— 

1 1 . Emphysema  . . 

2 

— 

2 

1 2.  Bronchiectasis 

— 

— 

13.  Bacterial,  virus  and  other  infection  of  the 

lungs 

— 

— 

1 

14.  Pleural  thickening  or  calcification 

1 

— 

15.  Abnormalities  of  the  diaphragm  and 

oesophagus . . 

— 

— 

16.  Malformation  of  the  lungs  (to  include 
lobar  malformation  and  honeycomb 

lung) 

— 

— 

' 

17.  Spontaneous  pneumothorax 

— 

Miscellaneous 

TOTALS 

17 

2 

19 

26 
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ANALYSIS  IN  AGE  GROUPS 

ils  of  Mass  Radiographic  Survey  carried  out  at  PONTYPOOL  amonast  th< 
ation  in  June,  1964. 

Totals 
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30 
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TD 

lx 

63 
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i 
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1732 

42  or 
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TABLE  XXII  Showing  analysis  of  other  abnormalities  of  the 
chest  not  requiring  further  observation  during  the 
Mass  Radiographic  Survey  carried  out  at  PONTY- 
POOL  amongst  the  general  population  in  June 
and  July,  1964. 


No.  Classification  of  Abnormality 

Male 

Female 

Total 

A.  TUBERCULOUS  ABNORMALITIES 

0 & 1 Tuberculosis  (known  case  under  Chest 
Clinic  supervision  prior  to  Mass  Radio- 

graphy  examination) . . 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Healed  Primary  Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

1 

3.  Healed  Post-Primary  Tuberculosis 

2 

5 

7 

B.  NON-TUBERCULOUS 

ABNORMALITIES 

1.  Abnormality  of  the  bony  thorax  and  soft 

1 

1 

tissues 

— 

2.  Malignant  Neoplasm  . . 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Non-Malignant  Neoplasm 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Lymphadenopathies,  excluding 

sarcoidosis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Sarcoids  (including  enlarged  hilar  glands) 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Congenital  cardiac  abnormalities  and 

abnormalities  of  the  vascular  system  . . 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acquired  cardiac  abnormalities  and 

abnormalities  of  the  vascular  system  . . 

2 

4 

6 

8.  Pneumoconiosis:  without  P.M.F. 

Stage  1. 

— 

— 

13 

Stage  2. 

13 

— 

Stage  3. 

— 

— 

— 

Stage  not  known 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Pneumoconiosis:  with  P.M.F.  .. 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Pulmonary  fibrosis  — non  tuberculous 

(to  include  asthma,  bronchitis) 

2 

— 

2 

1 1 . Emphysema  . . 

3 

1 

3 

1 

12.  Bronchiectasis 

— 

13.  Bacterial,  virus  and  other  infection  of  the 

lungs 

— 

— 

1 

14.  Pleural  thickening  or  calcification 

1 

— 

15.  Abnormalities  of  the  diaphragm  and 

1 

1 

oesophagus . . 

' 

16.  Malformation  of  the  lungs  (to  include 
lobar  malformation  and  honeycomb 

lung) 

— 

— 

' 

17.  Spontaneous  pneumothorax 

— 

" 

Miscellaneous 

TOTALS 

25 

11 

36 
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TABLE  XXIII  Showing  details  of  Mass  Radiographic  Survey  carried  out  at  GRIFFITHSTOWN  amongst 
the  general  population  in  June  and  July,  1964. 
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TABLE  XXIV  Showing  analysis  of  other  abnormalities  of  the 
chest  not  requiring  further  observation  during  the 
Mass  Radiographic  Survey  carried  out  at 
GRIFF1THSTOWN  amongst  the  general  popu- 
lation in  June,  1964. 


No.  Classification  of  Abnormality 

Male 

Female 

Total 

A.  TUBERCULOUS  ABNORMALITIES 
0 & 1 Tuberculosis  (known  case  under  Chest 
Clinic  supervision  prior  to  Mass  Radio- 

graphy  examination). . 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Healed  Primary  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Healed  Post-Primary  Tuberculosis 

— 

2 

2 

B.  NON-TUBERCULOUS 

ABNORMALITIES 

1.  Abnormality  of  the  bony  thorax  and  soft 

1 

1 

tissues 

— 

2.  Malignant  Neoplasm  . . 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Non-Malignant  Neoplasm 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Lymphadenopathies,  excluding 

sarcoidosis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Sarcoids  (including  enlarged  hilar  glands) 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Congenital  cardiac  abnormalities  and 

1 

1 

abnormalities  of  the  vascular  system  . . 

— 

7.  Acquired  cardiac  abnormalities  and 

abnormalities  of  the  vascular  system  . . 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Pneumoconiosis:  without  P.M.F. 

Stage  1 . 

— 

— 

1 

Stage  2. 

1 

— 

Stage  3. 

— 

— 

— 

Stage  not  known 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Pneumoconiosis:  with  P.M.F.  .. 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Pulmonary  fibrosis  — non  tuberculous 

(to  include  asthma,  bronchitis) 

1 

3 

4 

11.  Emphysema  .. 

— 

1 

" 

12.  Bronchiectasis 

— 

13.  Bacterial,  virus  and  other  infection  of  the 

lungs 

— 

1 

1 

14.  Pleural  thickening  or  calcification 

— 

15.  Abnormalities  of  the  diaphragm  and 

oesophagus.. 

— 

— 

16.  Malformation  of  the  lungs  (to  include 
lobar  malformation  and  honeycomb 

lung) 

— 

17.  Spontaneous  pneumothorax 

— 

Miscellaneous 

TOTALS 

2 

8 

10 
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HOUSING 


Return  for  the  year  ending  31/12/64 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  (in  clearance 

areas)  ...  ...  6 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  (not  in  clear- 

ance areas)  as  a result  of  formal  procedure  under 
Section  16  or  Section  17  (1)  of  the  Housina  Act, 

1957  Nil 

(c)  Unfit  houses  closed  under  Sections  16  (4)  and  35  (1)  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1957,  and  Section  26  of  the  Hous- 
ing Act,  1961 26 

(d)  Housing  repairs: — 

(i)  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  by  the 

owner  after  informal  notice  ...  15 

(ii)  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  by  the 

owner  after  formal  notice  under  Public  Health  Acts  38 

(iii)  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
formal  notice  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

GENERAL  HOUSING  INFORMATION 

1.  Number  of  post-war  council  houses  completed  by 

31.12.64  

2.  Number  of  council  houses  completed  during  1964 

3.  Number  of  council  houses  under  construction  at 

31.12.64 

4.  Number  of  houses  completed  by  private  enterprise 

during  1964  

5.  Number  of  houses  under  construction  by  private  enter- 

prise at  31.12.64  

6.  Number  of  individual  unfit  houses  represented  to  the 

Council  during  1964 

7.  Number  of  Closing  or  Demolition  Orders  (as  appro- 

priate) made  during  1964  

8.  Number  of  Clearance  Areas  represented  to  the  Councii 

during  1964  

9.  Number  of  houses  included  in  these  8 Clearance  Areas 

10.  Number  of  Clearance  Orders  and  Compulsory  Purchase 

Orders  confirmed  during  1964 

11.  Number  of  houses  included  in  these  4 Orders 

12.  Number  of  condemned  houses  still  occupied  at  31.12.64 

13.  Number  of  applications  received  for  Certificates  of  Dis- 

repair  under  the  Rent  Act,  1 957,  during  1964 

14.  Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  during  1964 


74 

70 

70 

109 

50 

40 

8 

67 

4 

28 

300 

Nil 

Nil 
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IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  MADE  DURING  1964 


(a)  Number  of  grants  made  during  1964  

(b)  Amount  of  improvement  grants  for  1964  

(c)  Number  of  grants  made  1949 — 1964  inclusive 

(d)  Amount  of  improvement  grants  for  1949—1964  in- 

clusive   (approx.) 


81 

£16,064 

682 

£121,925 


Tabulation  showing  slum  clearance  progress,  rehousing  from  unfit 

houses,  etc.,  since  1956 


Year 

(1) 

No.  of  unfit 
houses 
represented 
yearly 

(2) 

No.  of  unfit 
houses  in 
Col.  (2) 
which  were 
vacant  when 
represented 

(3) 

No.  of  unfit 
houses 
condemned 
yearly 

(4) 

No.  of 
rehousings 
from 

condemned 

houses 

yearly 

(5) 

No.  of 
Council 
houses 
built 

each  year 
(6) 

1956 

28 

3 

33 

38 

186 

1957 

39 

4 

29 

21 

95 

1958 

51 

6 

35 

42 

64 

1959 

182 

11 

85 

62 

82 

1960 

201 

23 

245 

64 

73 

1961 

109 

5 

73 

65 

87 

1962 

132 

7 

185 

105 

178 

1963 

120 

13 

143 

46 

64 

1964 

117 

11 

68 

49 

74 

1956 

to 

979 

83 

896 

492 

903 

It  is  noted  that  only  74  council  houses  were  ^completed  durmg 
the  year,  and  only  49  went  to  relteve  slum  clearance. 

It  is  also  noted  that  private 

W^jlding  -to  had  >09  dwellings  in  the 
course  of  construction  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937—1961 


The  following  tables  show  the  number  and  type  of  factories 
in  the  district  and  the  inspections  carried  out  during  1964  in  con- 
nection with  the  above  Acts. 

TABLE  XXV  Showing  the  number  of  factories  and  the  inspections 
thereof  for  1 964. 


No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Occu- 

piers 

prose- 

cuted 

Premises 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  enforced  by  Local 
Authority  . . 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

105 

25 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

5 

Total 

110 

25 

1 

— 
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TABLE  XXVI  Showing  the  defects  found  in  factories  and  the 
action  taken  to  remedy  them  during  the  year. 


Particulars 

Nurnbe 

r of  defects 

Number 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M.  Insp. 

Referred  by 
H. M.  Insp. 

of 

Prosecutions 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l .) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2.)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4.)  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.7.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
out-work). 



Total 

1 

1 

— 

— 
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TABLE  XXVII  Showing  details  of  out-workers  for  1964  (Sections 
133  and  134). 


Section 

133 

Section  134 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

requirec 
by  Sect. 
1 10(1)  (c 
(2) 

No.  of 
Cases 
of 

default 

in 

sending 
lists 
to  the 
Council 
(3) 

No.  of 
Prose- 
cutions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
in- 
stances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 
premise. 
(5) 

Notices 

Served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing  Apparel 
Making  etc.  Clean- 
ing and  washing  . . 

Household  linen 
Lace,  lace  curtains 
and  nets 

Curtains  and  furniture 
hangings 



- 

Furniture  and 
upholstery  . . 



, 

Electro-plate . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 



_ 

File  making  . . 

— 

— 

— 



_ 

Brass  and  brass 
articles 

_ 

Fur  pulling  . . 

— 

— 



, 

Iron  and  Steel 
cables  and  chains  . . 

_ 

Iron  and  Steel 
anchors  and  grapnels 



Cart  Gear 

— 

— 



Locks,  latches  and 
keys  . . 

Umbrellas,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 



Artificial  flowers 

— 

— 



Nets  other  than  wire 
nets  . . 



_ 

Tents.. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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TABLE  XXVII  Showing  details  of  out-workers  for  1964  (Sections 
133  and  134),  continued. 


Nature  of  Work 
(1) 

Se 

ction  133 

Section  134 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Tents 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Sacks 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Racquet  & tennis  balls 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paper  Bags 

The  making  of  boxes  or 
other  receptacles  or 
parts  thereof  made 
wholly  or  partially 

of  paper 

— 

— 

■ 

Brush  making  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pea  picking 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Feather  sorting 
Carding,  etc.,  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

buttons,  etc. . . 

— 

— 

— 

' 

1 

Stuffed  toys 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Basket  making 
Chocolates  and 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sweetmeats 
Cosaques,  Christmas 

1 

stockings,  etc. 

— 

Textile  weaving 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lampshades 

Total 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Action  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 
was  not  considered  necessary  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  any 
person  in  need  of  care  and  attention  during  the  year,  and  invariably 
patient  persuasion  in  the  case  of  unco-operative  persons  in  this 
category  has  avoided  compulsion. 

Superannuation  Acts,  1937 — 1953 

During  the  year  44  medical  examinations  were  carried  out  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  Council  employees  in  connection 
with  the  above  Acts.  One  medical  examination  was  carried  out  in 
the  home  of  an  employee  in  connection  with  a “ break-down  ” 
pension  and  the  necessary  certificate  issued. 

Staff  and  Accommodation 

The  Authority’s  Public  Health  Department  continued  to  be 
located  over  the  Public  Library  in  the  town  centre,  but  a move  to 
the  former  police  station  is  imminent. 

Inspector  Wilkins  resigned  in  August,  1963  and  no  applica- 
tions for  the  vacancy  were  received  by  the  close  of  the  year  despite 
two  advertisements  in  the  appropriate  journals. 

The  loss  of  a district  public  health  inspector  has  thrown  an 
undue  burden  on  the  remaining  staff  and  many  things  had  to  be 
ignored  in  allocating  priorities.  The  continued  absence^of  an  inspec- 
tor will  affect  the  amount  of  slum  clearance  which  the  department 
will  be  able  to  cope  with  from  now  on  if  a replacement  is  not  forth- 
coming. The  probability  of  a new  private  slaughterhouse  being 
built  in  the  district  in  the  near  future  will  necessitate  the  appoint- 
ment of  another  public  health  inspector  or  meat  inspector  to  carry 
out  the  Council’s  duty  under  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations. 
1963,  if  this  concern  goes  into  the  wholesale  trade  in  an  extensive 
way. 


The  pupil  public  health  inspector  continues  to  make  very 
satisfactory  progress  and  it  is  hoped  to  appoint  another  pupil  inspec- 
tor in  the  near  future,  if  a suitable  applicant  can  be  found. 

I wish  to  thank  all  members  of  the  staff  for  their  loyal  co- 
operation during  the  year  and  especially  the  Council’s  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector,  J.  M.  Williams,  Esq. 
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Co-operation  in  research  projects  during  1964 

During  1964  the  Public  Health  Department  co-operated  with 
the  Chester  Beatty  Institute  for  Cancer  Research  on  a roadside 
lead  study  which  was  organised  by  the  Society  of  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  and  the  College  of  General  Practitioners. 

This  study  concerned  the  contamination  of  air  and  vegetation 
with  lead  which  has  some  clearly  recognised  toxic  properties  when 
ingested  in  quantity,  but  the  effects  are  less  clear  in  the  case  of 
prolonged  exposure.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  civilisation  is 
greatly  increasing  the  risks  of  exposure  to  minerals  of  many  kinds. 
The  release  of  lead  from  the  combustion  of  fuel  oils  and  the  con- 
sequent pollution  of  the  environment  was  the  subject  of  investi- 
gation in  this  study  since  tetra-ethyl  lead  is  frequently  added  to 
internal  combustion  engine  fuels  and  is  a constituent  of  exhaust 
fumes.  Work  in  America  has  shown  that  vegetation  by  roadsides 
carrying  heavy  traffic  contains  high  concentrations  of  lead,  the 
amounts  diminishing  as  the  distance  from  the  road  increases. 

In  overseas  studies  roadside  trees  and  grain  crops  were  used 
as  indicators,  but  in  this  study  green  privet,  which  is  a common 
hedge  plant  in  Britain,  was  used.  In  our  study  privet  hedge  cuttings 
were  collected  in  a standardised  fashion  each  month  on  a fixed  day 
from  a fixed  source  on  the  side  of  a main  road  and  also  from  a 
private  garden  well  away  from  traffic  and  packed  in  polythene 
bags  for  dispatch  to  the  laboratories  of  the  Chester  Beatty  Institute. 
This  district  was  one  of  some  forty  participants  in  this  study 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom  which  were  selected  so  as  to  con- 
trast geographically  and  in  terms  of  industrial  contamination. 

The  collection  of  the  privet  leaf  samples  (one  sample  from 
each  of  two  sites  and  weighing  lib.  each)  was  faithfully  carried  out 
each  month  by  members  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and 
specially  packed  and  dispatched  to  the  Chester  Beatty  Institute 
often  under  difficulty. 

It  is  hoped  that  when  the  findings  are  finally  analysed  the  study 
will  produce  some  interesting  information  about  lead  contamina- 
tion of  vegetation  and  air. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES— 1964 


I am  indebted  to  H.  D.  Linton,  Esq.,  A.M.Inst.W.E.,  A.M. 
lnst.C.E.,  Engineer  and  Manager  to  the  Pontypool  and  District 
Water  Company,  who  are  the  Statutory  Water  Undertakers  for 
this  Urban  District,  for  the  following  report  for  1964. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  Statistics  relating  to  the  Com- 
pany’s water  supply  for  1964. 

Total  quantity  of  water  distributed  during  1964  was  91 6,000,000 
gallons,  equal  to  an  average  daily  quantity  of  2,500,000  gallons. 

The  rainfall  at  the  Cwmavon  Station  for  the  period  1st  Decem- 
ber, 1963,  to  30th  November,  1964,  was  37.44  ins.,  which  is  the 
lowest  ever  recorded  by  the  Water  Company.  Had  it  not  been  for 
the  enterprise  of  the  Company  some  years  ago  in  putting  forward 
the  Llandegfedd  Reservoir  and  jointly  agreeing  with  neighbouring 
Water  Undertakings  for  Cardiff  Corporation  to  proceed  with  this 
Scheme,  a very  serious  situation  would  have  arisen.  In  fact,  Llan- 
degfedd water  became  available  during  the  spring,  but  it  was  not 
possible  to  make  full  use  of  it  before  the  effects  of  the  dry  weather 
occurred  and  it  is  regretted  that  restrictions  had  to  be  imposed  for 
a time.  Full  supply  was  provided  to  hospitals  and  essential  con- 
sumers throughout.  Bulk  supplies  to  Blaenavon,  Croesyceiliog  and 
rural  areas  were  in  fact  maintained  at  increased  quantities. 

All  the  Company’s  Filtration  and  Treatment  Stations  were 
operative  during  the  year  and  a high  quality  of  water  was  main- 
tained. The  average  chlorination  dose  was  1.0  p.p.m. 

240  bacteriological  samples  were  analysed  by  the  Public 
Analyst,  Dr.  G.  V.  James,  M.B.E.,  M.Sc..  F.R.I.C.,  and  460  bacterio- 
logical samples  and  16  chemical  samples  as  well  at  1,500  routine 
chlorination  residual  and  pH  tests  were  made  by  the  Company’s 
Chemist  during  the  year.  In  all  2,220  were  dealt  with  and,  in  addi- 
tion, regular  daily  chlorination  residual  tests  were  taken  by  the 
Plant  Attendants  at  all  sources  and  stations.  Also  four  radioactive 
samples  were  analysed. 

Softening  of  Glyn  Pits  water  was  carried  out  continually  during 
the  year,  during  which  102,000,000  gallons  were  dealt  with  satis- 
factorily from  this  hard  water  source. 

There  is  no  measurable  fluoride  content  in  the  Company’s 
natural  waters. 


39 


PUBLIC  ANALYST’S  REPORT 


I am  indebted  to  Dr.  G.  V.  James,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C., 

Public  Analyst  to  the  Council,  for  the  following  report  on  the  work 
carried  out  by  him  for  this  Authority  during  the  year  1964. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year 
1964,  which  is  presented  in  the  same  form  as  in  previous  years. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955: 

During  the  year  a total  of  121  samples  were  examined,  of 
which  88  were  informal  samples,  the  balance  of  33  being  formal 
samples. 

Adulterations  and  Irregularities: 

One  sample  of  Rum  Butter  showed  the  ingredients  to  be  in 
the  wrong  order,  and  a better  description  would  be  Rum  Flavoured 
Butter.  Advice  on  this  point  was  given  as  this  was  an  infringement 
of  the  Labelling  of  Foods  Order. 

An  informal  sample  of  Decolourised  Iodine  did  not  conform  to 
the  standard  of  the  B.P.  Codex  of  1934,  and  a subsequent  formal 
sample  confirmed  that  an  excess  of  one  of  the  active  agents  was 
present,  thus  it  was  considered  to  be  adulterated. 

Two  adulterated  samples  were  thus  received,  the  adulteration 
rate  was  1.65%,  which  is  an  increase  over  last  year. 


Milk: 

Nineteen  samples  of  Milk  were  taken  in  course  of  Sale  to  the 
Public.  These  were  all  genuine  and  gave  the  following  average: 

FAT  3.95%;  SOLIDS  NOT  FAT  8.85%;  TOTAL  SOLIDS 
12.80%. 

These  figures  are  much  better  than  those  of  1963. 


Dairy  Products,  including  Ice  Cream  and  Ice  Lollies: 

Twenty-four  samples  of  butter,  cream,  ice  cream,  “Top  of  the 
Milk  ” and  related  products  were  received,  and  all  were  satisfac- 
tory. 

“Top  of  the  Milk”  is  a product  made  in  Ireland,  Denmark 
and  Holland,  which  has  appeared  on  the  market,  and  which  closely 
resembles  cream,  containing  18%  butterfat. 
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Meat  and  Fish  Products  and  Pastes: 

Seventeen  samples  of  meat  and  fish  products,  including 
sausages,  pies,  pasties,  fish  cakes,  soup  mixes,  etc.,  were  received, 
and  all  were  genuine. 

Wines,  Spirits  and  Beverage  Preparations: 

Eight  samples  of  spirits,  shandy,  coffee  extracts,  etc.,  were 
received  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Cereals  and  Farinaceous  Products: 

Ten  samples  of  flour,  cakes,  rice  and  other  cereal  products 
were  submitted  and  proved  genuine. 

Jams,  Dried  Fruits,  etc.: 

Four  samples,  including  peanut  butter,  Bovril,  glace  cherries, 
were  received  and  conformed  with  the  requirements  for  purity  and 
freedom  from  insect  infestation. 


Sweets: 

Thirteen  samples  of  sweets  were  received  and  were  fit  for 
human  consumption,  but  a number  of  these  samples  contained 
alcohol  which  was  below  2°  Proof  Spirit  on  the  whole  sweet  and 
hence  may  be  sold  without  an  Excise  Licence.  Thus  the  products 
may  be  sold  in  sweet  shops  where  they  may  be  purchased  and 
consumed  by  young  children.  I have  drawn  attention  to  this  matter 
before  (1960),  but  there  appears  to  be  little  which  can  be  done. 


Spices,  Sauces  and  Vinegar: 

Three  samples  of  this  class  of  product  were  received,  including 
salad  cream,  etc.,  and  all  were  of  good  quality. 


Drugs: 

Six  samples  of  drugs  were  submitted  and  all  conformed  with 
the  declarations  on  the  label,  except  for  the  two  samples  described 
under  the  section  dealing  with  adulteration 


Miscellaneous: 


Fifteen  samples  of  unclassified  foodstuffs,  including  canned 

fnrrn^  es;nbem  SU6t’  cheese  spread’  etc-’  were  received  and  con- 
tormed  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  1955, 
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Water  Examination: 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  continue  to  be 
regularly  made  on  the  source  of  water  supplied  to  the  Urban 
District  and  an  excellent  standard  of  purity  is  maintained.  About 
250  samples  were  examined  from  all  sources,  being  submitted  by 
both  the  Urban  District  and  the  Water  Undertaking. 

An  interesting  sample  of  brown  deposit  was  received  which 
was  caused  by  manganese.  This  in  its  turn  has  its  origin  in  an  up- 
land surface  water.  An  inspection  of  the  source  was  made  and  ad- 
vice on  remedial  measures  was  given. 

Sewage  Disposal: 

Continued  regular  examination  of  sewage  and  effluents  are 
made  on  samples  received  from  the  Ponthir  Treatment  Plant  of  the 
Eastern  Valleys  (Mon.)  Joint  Sewerage  Board,  and  the  results  are 
good,  considering  that  the  plant  continues  to  be  overloaded  by 
industrial  effluents  and  domestic  sewage. 

Radio-activity: 

Samples  of  air.  drinking  water  and  rain  water  continue  to  be 
examined,  and  the  results  are  at  a satisfactory  low  level. 

Atmospheric  Pollution: 

Regular  measurements  continue  to  be  made,  the  results  being 
summarised  in  Tables  1 and  IT.  The  Coedycanddo  Road  results  in 
Table  1 show  the  effect  of  industrial  discharges  of  sulphur  dioxide 
compared  with  the  more  domestic  effects  noted  on  the  other  two 
stations.  Table  II  shows  the  serious  effect  of  domestic  pollution, 
which  requires  as  a remedy  the  abolition  of  old-fashioned  grates 
and  equipment. 


TABLE  I 


Mgms.  Sulphur  Dioxide  collected  per  day 


Monmouth  Coedycanddo  Road  Pontypool 


Crescent  New  Inn  Park 


January 

February 


March 

April 

May 

June 


0.84  1.33  0.85 

0.75  0.81  0.60 

0 49  0.79  0.53 

0.85  1-45  0.84 

0.37  1-23  0.67 


July 

August 


September 

October 


0.41  1.08  u.j/ 

0.73  2.67  0.68 

0.89  1.86  0.71 


November 

December 
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TABLE  II 


Total  Deposit  in  Tons  per  Square  Mile  per  Month 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


Monmouth 

Panteg 

Pontypool 

Crescent 

House 

Park 

..  4.23 

7.40 

25.92 

. 8.25 

11.74 

8.97 

. 8.75 

13.31 

14.10 

. 8.39 

13.64 

13.00 

. 14.53 

17.91 

10.41 

. 13.39 

11.21 

8.73 

. 6.98 

8.84 

5.24 

. 12.22 

8.78 

6.93 

. 11.81 

10.67 

9.61 

. 12.05 

9.97 

12.31 

. 5.67 

9.54 

12.41 

. 10.91 

13.68 

14.20 

the 

tor 

the 


In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Chief  Public  Health  Tnspec 

and  their  Staffs  for  much  valuable  co-operation  throughout 
year.  ° 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


I am  indebted  to  J.  M.  Williams,  Esq.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  Senior 
Public  Health  Inspector  to  the  Pontypool  Urban  District  Council, 
for  the  following  report  for  1964: — 

Water  Supplies: 

The  mains  supplies  to  the  Urban  District  of  Pontypool  con- 
tinued to  be  supplied  by  the  Pontypool  and  District  Water  Company 
being  the  Statutory  Undertakers  for  the  area.  On  the  whole  the 
quality  of  the  water  proved  satisfactory  but,  during  one  period 
following  many  weeks  of  dry  weather,  it  was  necessary  to  cut  off 
supplies  to  some  parts  of  the  area.  Following  this  period  some 
troubles  were  experienced  from  discoloured  water  being  supplied 
to  certain  areas  and  analysis  showed  that  it  was  being  caused  by 
manganese  dioxide  which  was  by  nature  present  in  the  water. 

100  samples  were  taken  of  mains  supplies  and  96  proved  to  be 
bacteriologically  satisfactory. 

7 samples  were  taken  of  spring  water,  6 being  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory.  Users  were  advised  to  boil  the  water  before 
domestic  use. 

Plans  are  in  preparation  by  the  Water  Company  for  providing 
a piped  supply  to  the  hilltop  village  of  Penyrheol. 

Sewage  Disposal: 

During  1964,  two  more  offending  discharges  were  connected 
up  to  the  main  sewerage  system.  Work  was  also  commenced  on 
the  construction  of  a sewage  disposal  plant  at  Pantygasseg  and  on 
its  completion  will  be  treating  approximately  150,000  gallons  of 
sewage  per  year  which  at  the  moment  is  discharging  into  the  Cwm 
Ffrwd  Brook. 

Plans  were  also  made  for  the  re-organisation  of  part  of  a 
subsidiary  sewer  in  Pontnewynydd  with  the  object  of  abating 
the  serious  nuisance  and  pollution  caused  by  a storm  water 
overflow. 

The  nuisance  at  the  Pumping  Station  at  Cwmoody  referred  to 
in  the  1963  report  has  finally  been  abated  by  the  installation  of 
additional  pumping  equipment. 

Refuse  collection  and  Disposal: 

These  duties  continued  to  be  operated  by  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor,  Mr.  Walter  Brown. 

The  disposal  point  during  the  year  was  at  Talywain  and  in  spite 
of  the  previous  year’s  good  record,  the  high  standard  of  that  time 
was  not  continued.  Some  complaints  were  received  about  the  smoke 
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and  blown-about  newspapers  and  plastic  bags,  and  in  the  main, 
the  remonstrations  were  not  unjustified. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  noticeable  that  the  tipping 
area  was  becoming  restricted  and  there  appears  to  be  no  doubt 
that  during  1965  a new  depositing  area  will  have  to  be  found. 

Although  the  matter  has  been  discussed  by  a special  sub- 
committee, little  or  no  real  progress  has  been  made  towards  the 
implementation  of  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Rodent  Control: 

During  1964,  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  Rodent  Opera- 
tives made  approximately  2,100  visits  in  connection  with  rodent 
control  and  the  operatives  cleared  560  infestations. 


SWIMMING  BATHS 


The  following  are  the  numbers 
1964: — 


attending  the  baths  during 


No.  of 
Adults 

No.  of  Children 

Bath 

Privately 

Thro’ 

Schools 

Total 

Griffithstown 

2,724 

18,010 



20,734 

Pontnewynydd 

179 

1,428 

— 

1,607 

2,903 

19,438 

— 

22,341 

During  the  summer  months,  1 3 samples  were  taken  to  ascertain 
the  bacteriological  quality  of  the  bathwater.  The  standards  varied 
but,  while  on  two  occasions  plate  counts  of  50  were  found,  in  the 
absence  of  B.  Coll  (Type  1),  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  reported 
upon  the  samples  as  satisfactory  p 


A detailed  survey  was  carried  out  by  the  Department  into  the 

Chlorine  content  of  the  water  throughout  the  whole  season.  This 

involved  the  taking  of  four  daily  samples  from  each  bath  all  of 

which  were  tested  for  residual  chlorine  at  the  Public  Health  Denart- 

The  ,rJsults  sJowed  a fair  variation  especially  betweenP  the 

d\ri  deCn  CIldS  °f  baths’  but  °nly  0n  a few  rare  occasions 

did  the  testing  show  complete  absence  of  chlorine  at  the  outlet. 

It  is  hoped  to  continue  this  survey  in  1965. 
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Disinfestation  of  Buildings: 

The  following  numbers  of  premises  were  treated  for  vermin 
or  insect  pests: — 


Bed  Bugs  — 7 

Cockroaches  — 6 

Flies  — 8 

Ants  — 13 

Wasps  — 4 


Total  — 38 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Annual  Report  made  to  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  under  this  Act: — 

TABLE  A 

Registration  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 

1 

Total 
number  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

Offices 

99 

99 

1 

Retail  shops 

211 

211 

30 

Wholesale  shops 

6 

6 

Nil 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens 

27 

27 

Nil 

Fuel  storage  depots 

1 

1 

Nil 

Totals 

344 

344 

31 

TABLE  B 

Numbei  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors  to  registered  premises 
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TABLE  C 

Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises  by  workplace 


Class  of  workplace 

Number  of  persons  employed 

Offices 

638 

Retail  shops 

901 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

41 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

113 

Canteens 

19 

Fuel  storage  depots 

20 

Total  Males 

684 

Total  Females 

1,048 
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Atmospheric  Pollution: 

The  following  figures  are  the  average  monthly  results  since 
the  survey  commenced  in  1958: — 


(a)  Deposited  matter  in  tons  per  square  mile. 


Station 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Pilkingtons  No.  1 

16-73 

13-39 

15-26 

11-89 

11-62 

9-96 

10-01 

Pilkingtons  No.  2 

21-98 

17-16 

21-12 

22-33 

17-78 

19-78 

18-39 

New  Inn 

18-37 

14-92 

12-95 

10-55 

11-41 

11-02 

9-76 

Griffithstown 

29-68 

14-82 

15-75 

14-14 

16-87 

13-93 

11-61 

Pontypool 

17-36 

12-69 

11-45 

10-87 

10-71 

12-24 

11-63 

Pontnewynydd 

14-57 

19-97 

21-59 

15-09 

15-09 

17-55 

16-80 

(b)  Lead  Peroxide  (Mgms.  S03  collected  on  100  sq.  cms.  of 
PbO  2- 


Station 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Pilkingtons  (W’house) 

— 

— 

0-72 

0-75 

0-80 

0-82 

0-85 

Pilkingtons  (M . Mill) 

— 

— 

1-38 

2 19 

1 -99 

1-24 

1-46 

Pilkingtons  (Surge  Tower) 

— 

— 

1-64 

1-67 

1 29 

1 -46 

1 -43 

New  Inn 

0-55 

0-72 

0-81 

0-81 

0-59 

0-51 

0-58 

Coed-y-Canddo  Road 

— 

— 

1-29 

1-72 

1-28 

1 -28 

1-13 

Pontypool 

0-42 

0-43 

0-54 

0-45 

0-39 

0-49 

0-56 

Griffithstown 

0-73 

0-84 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

For  a period  of  3 months  the  rainwater  deposit  gauge  at  Pont- 
newynydd  was  moved  to  another  site  in  order  to  investigate  com- 
plants  of  a dust  nuisance  from  a coal  yard.  The  result  of  a four- 
month  survey  showed  that  little  or  no  coal  dust  was  present  in  the 
deposits  and  the  prevailing  conditions  were  certainly  no  worse  than 
elsewhere  in  the  area,  and  in  fact  compared  quite  favourably  with 
the  national  figures  for  similar  types  of  places. 

During  the  year,  measurement  of  sulphur  dioxide  and  smoke 
by  the  use  of  the  Volumetric  Apparatus  continued  and  the  results 
sent  off  monthly  to  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial 
Research. 
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Food  Control: 

(a)  Inspection  of  Food  Premises 

Due  to  the  deficiency  of  one  out  of  three  District  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  some  difficulties  were  experienced  during  part  of  the 
year  in  maintaining  a proper  system  of  routine  inspection  of  food 
premises.  Some  improvement  however,  took  place  when  the  Council 
appointed  an  Officer  as  a “ fact-finder  ” under  the  Offices,  Shops 
and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963,  and  as  a result  17  informal  notices 
were  served  on  the  occupiers  of  food  premises  requiring  them  to 
bring  their  premises  into  compliance  with  the  standards  of  the 
Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960.  The  work  has  already 
commenced  in  several  of  the  premises  and  it  is  not  expected  that 
formal  action  will  be  necessary  in  any  of  the  cases. 

The  number  of  actual  food  premises  remain  more  or  less  the 
same  as  shown  in  the  1963  Annual  Report. 

The  only  remaining  slaughterhouse  in  the  area  created  some 
controversy  towards  the  end  of  the  licensing  period  when,  as  a 
result  of  the  detailed  inspection,  it  was  found  to  be  not  strictly  in 
compliance  with  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1959. 
As  a result,  the  Council  issued  a new  licence  for  three  months  only, 
in  which  time  the  occupiers  were  expected  to  bring  their  premises 
up  to  the  standards  demanded  by  the  law. 


(b)  Sampling 

(i)  For  Bacteriological  Analysis 

Milk.  The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  and  results 


6 

Z = 

Phospha 

tase 

Meth.  Blue 

Turbidity 

Bottle 

Washes 

Type  of  Sample 

S rt 
oh 
H 

d 

C/3 

Unsat. 

Void 

in 

Unsat. 

Void 

c5 

m 

Unsat. 

Void 

c3 

m 

Unsat. 

Pasteurised  Milk 

1 

l 

_ 

_ 

i 



_ 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Pasteurised  Milk 

142 

142 





139 

3 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Raw  Milk 

1 

Sterilized  Milk  . . 

48 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

47 

1 



Bottle  Washes 

13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

13 

- 

Total 

205 

143 

- 

- 

141 

3 

- 

47 

1 

- 

13  j 

- 
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During  the  year  no  samples  were  specifically  taken  for  testing 
for  Brucella  Abortus,  mainly  due  to  pressure  of  work  as  a result 
of  staff  shortage.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  during  1965  two  samples 
per  month  will  be  taken  of  untreated  milk  sold  in  the  district. 


lee  Cream: 

67  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  from  various  registered 
premises,  mainly  the  local  manufacturers.  The  results  were  as 
follows: — 


Grade  I 

Grade  II 

Grade  111 

Grade  IV 

53 

4 

2 

8 

(ii)  For  Biological  Examination. 

Four  samples  of  raw  milk  were  taken  and  subjected  to  biolo- 
gical testing  for  tuberculosis.  All  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


(iii)  For  Chemical  Analysis. 
Milk: 


12  formal  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  local  distributors 
and  all  were  found  under  examination  to  comply  with  the  legal 
standard.  The  average  composition  of  the  samples  was  as  follows: — 


Fat 

Solids  Not  Fat 

Total  Solids 

3.57% 

8.74  % 

12.31% 

7 samples  were  taken  of  Channel  Island  milk  and  these  also 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  revealing  the  following  average  com- 
position:— 


Fat 

Solids  Not  Fat 

Total  Solids 

4.6% 

9.05% 

13.65% 
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Ice  Cream: 


8 formal  samples  were  taken,  all  proving  to  be  satisfactory. 
The  average  composition  was  as  follows: — 


Fat 

Total  Solids 

Ash 

Sugar  etc. 

8.75  % 

36.51% 

0.71  % 

27.75% 

Other  Foods  and  Drugs  Sampled: 

Apart  from  the  27  formal  milk  and  ice-cream  samples,  6 other 
formal  samples  were  also  taken  during  the  year,  one  of  which 
proved  to  be  adulterated.  This  was  a sample  of  Decolourised  Iodine 
B.P.C.,  which  the  Analyst  found  to  contain  an  excess  of  iodine  and 
a deficiency  of  ammonia.  The  facts  are  to  be  placed  before  the 
Magistrates  and  the  result  will  be  reported  upon  in  the  1965  report. 

88  informal  samples  were  taken  of  various  food  and  drugs, 
one  being  a sample  of  butter  brought  to  the  Department  as  a com- 
plaint. Analysis  showed  it  to  be  genuine.  Another  sample  was 
adulterated  being  the  informal  sampling  of  the  above  mentioned 
Decolourised  Iodine  B.P.C. 

6 of  the  informal  samples  were  of  locally  manufactured  beef 
sausages.  All  were  found  to  be  genuine  and  gave  the  following 
averages: — 


Total  Meat 

Meat  as  Meat 

Meat  as  Fat 

Filling 

Price  lib. 

60.45% 

38.55% 

21.90% 

39.55  % 

2/2*d. 

(iv)  Sampling  under  The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regula- 
tions, 1963. 

There  are  no  premises  or  plant  in  the  area  for  the  pasteurisa- 
tion of  egg  and  no  samples  of  liquid  egg  were  taken  for  the  Alpha- 
Amylase  Test  during  the  year.  A survey  was  carried  out  during  the 
period  and  it  revealed  that  no  imported  liquid  egg  is  used  in  the 
town,  most  manufacturers  using  fresh  eggs  broken  at  the  time 
needed. 

The  position  will  be  kept  under  review. 
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(c)  Food  Complaints: 


The  following  complaints  were  received  during  the  year: — 


Article  of  Food 

Nature  of  Complaint 

Action  Taken 

Meat  pie 

Alleged  to  be  in  a 
mouldy  condition  at  the 
time  of  sale. 

Complainant  refused  to 
give  evidence  in  Court. 
Matter  dealt  with  in- 
formally resulting  in  the 
retailer  coding  all  in- 
coming meat  products. 

Butter 

Alleged  to  be  a mixture 
of  butter  and  margarine. 

Public  Analyst  Certified 
as  genuine  butter. 

Meat  pie 

Alleged  to  be  in  a 
mouldy  condition  at  the 
time  of  sale. 

Proceedings  authorised 
by  Council  (Heard  by 
Local  Magistrates  in 
March,  1965.  Retailer 
fined  £5). 

(d)  Unsound  Food: 


The  following  amounts  of  food  were  voluntarily  surrendered 
to  the  District  Public  Health  Inspectors  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption: — 


cwt. 

lb. 

ozs. 

Tinned  Meat  

...  5 

10 

Unsound  Raw  Meat  from  Shops  ... 

...  6 

17 

4 

Bacon  and  Ham  

81 

6 

Tinned  Fish  

5 

12 

Wet  Fish  

76 

0 

Tinned  Fruit  ...  ...  

...  1 

100 

10 

Confectionery 

34 

12 

Sausages  

25 

0 

Miscellaneous  Tinned  Foods 

...  2 

24 

15 

Miscellaneous  Groceries  

...  1 

21 

11 

Total 

...  18 

70 

0 

52 


(e)  Meat  Inspection 


The  following  is  a summary  from  the  records  of  meat 
slaughtered  and  inspected  at  the  Abersychan  and  Pontypool  Co- 
operative Society  Ltd.,  slaughterhouse  at  Abersychan. 


Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

or 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Total 

Number  killed 

874 

63 

6,209 

2,018 

9,164 

Number  inspected 

874 

— 

63 

6,209 

2,018 

— 

9,164 

All  Diseases  except 
T.B.  and  Cyst. . . 

Whole  Carcases  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 



2 

Part  Carcases  or 

Organ  condemned 

60 

— 

2 

345 

94 



501 

% affected 

6-86 

3'2 

5.57 

4-70 

— 

5'49 

T.B.  Only: 

Whole  Carcase  . . 

Part  Carcase  or 

Organ  condemned 

2 

— 

— 

— 

14 



16 

% affected 

0-23 

~ 

— 

0.69 

— 

0.17 

Cysticerosis  : 

Part  Carcase  or 

Organ  affected  . . 

— 







Carcases  treated 

by  refrigeration  . . 

— 

— 





Generalised  and 

Totally  c’demned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 1 

— 

— 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


During  the  year  301  complaints  were  received  at  the  Public 
Health  Department  and  the  work  of  the  two  District  Inspectors 
may  be  summarized  by  the  following.  These  figures  do  not  include 
the  visits  or  sampling  duties  carried  out  by  the  Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector  in  the  absence  of  the  third  District  Inspector.  Nor  do  they 
include  the  visits  by  the  Student  Inspector. 


Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  Premises  (visits  paid): 


Total 


Bakehouses  

Butchers’  Shops  

Cafes  

Confectioners  ...  

Dairies  and  Pasteurising  Plants  

Fish  Shops  ...  ...  

Food  Complaints  

Food  and  Drugs  (Chemical  & Bacteriological)  Samples 

Grocers’  Shops 

Greengrocers’  Shops  

Ice  Cream  Dealers’  and  Ice  Cream  Manufacturers’ 

Premises  •••  

Meat  Inspections 

Mobile  Shops  (Hawkers) 

Canteens  

Slaughterhouses  

Miscellaneous  Visits  


5 

43 

3 

3 

3 

2 

6 

24 

7 

7 

13 

480 

5 

17 

40 


Housing  (visits  paid): 

Slum  Clearance  Inspections  

Environmental  and  Overcrowding  Enquiries  ... 
Sanitary  Fittings  and  Structural  Defects 

Water  Supply  and  Pipes 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  (Re-inspections,  etc) 

Improvement  Grants  

Land  Charges  ...  


545 

96 

43 

10 

400 

88 

425 
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General  Sanitation  (visits  paid) 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Atmospheric  Pollution  (Smoke  Complaints  and 
Observations)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  4 

Caravans,  Fairgrounds,  etc 90 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 154 

Keeping  of  Animals,  Birds,  etc.  ...  ...  5 

Insect  Pests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Public  House  Urinals  ...  ...  1 

Public  Conveniences  ...  11 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Refuse  Tips  ...  2 

Rodent  and  Vermin  Infestation ...  66 

Unclean  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Water  Supplies  (Sampling,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  9 

Watercourses  5 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  52 

Factories  and  Out-Workers  (visits  paid)  ...  ...  ...  25 

Shops  Act  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  (excluding  Special 

Officers’  visits)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 


Total  ...  3,100 
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METEOROLOGICAL  RECORDS 


I am  indebted  to  the  Council’s  Parks,  Cemetery  and  Allot- 
ments Superintendent,  W.  R.  Dadge,  Esq.,  for  the  following  in- 
formation, which  was  recorded  during  1964  at  Panteg  Cemetery. 


Month 

Rainfall 

in 

inches 

Number 
of  rain 
days  per 
month 

Highest 

temp. 

per 

month 

°F 

Lowest 

temp. 

per 

month 

°F 

January 

0.65 

8 

49 

20 

February  . . 

2.25 

13 

56 

22 

March 

3.08 

8 

56 

29 

April 

3.06 

20 

67 

32 

May.. 

2.32 

15 

78 

39 

June.. 

3.90 

12 

77 

42 

July 

2.08 

9 

79 

43 

August 

2.20 

11 

80 

40 

September  . . 

1.14 

10 

76 

40 

October 

3.20 

17 

66 

31 

November  . . 

2.24 

12 

59 

29 

December  . . 

4.27 

15 

56 

18 

Total  rainfall  for  1964  — 30.39  inches 

Total  number  of  rain  days  for  1964  — 150  days 


The  rainfall  for  the  previous  ten  years  was  as  follows: — 


1954  — 63.34  inches 

1956  — 42.99  „ 

1958  — 56.96  „ 

1960  — 73.00  „ 

1962  — 41.05  „ 


1955  — 51.17  inches 

1957  — 52.34  „ 

1959  — 58.76  „ 

1961  — 47.87  „ 

1963  — 40.91  „ 


Highest  temperature  for  1964  — 80  °F 
Lowest  temperature  for  1964  — 18°F 


The  year  1964  will  be  seen  to  have  been  a dry  one  when  com- 
pared with  recent  years. 
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